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they were entitled by the capitulations of 1740. The French claimed the possession of the key to the great door of the Church of Bethlehem and the right to replace a Latin silver star marking the birthplace of Christ, an emblem sacrilegiously stolen by the Greeks in 1847. There followed a diplomatic controversy that lasted for two and a half years. Louis Napoleon, backed by Austria and by Catholic opinion, pressed his demands; Nicholas sternly warned the Porte that he would not tolerate a change in the status quo. In case of non-compliance France threatened to use her fleet against Tunis and Tripoli; Russia, which had occupied Moldavia and Wallachia until early in 1851, threatened to reinvade the principalities. In its predicament the Ottoman government sought salvation in the familiar method of procrastination: special commissions busied themselves with nice questions of archaeology and diplomacy, such as the validity of the "trdte du Khalif Omar77 of the year 636. An ingenious temporary solution was found in February, 1852, when the Porte sent a note to France granting her demands, while a firman (sultan's decree) confirmed the privileges traditionally enjoyed by the Greeks. The Russian court was simultaneously given secret assurances that in spite of the "French note" the status quo would be maintained. It was not long, however, before the duplicity of the quaint diplomatic subterfuge was discovered in both Paris and St. Petersburg. In the early summer of 1852 France exacted from the sultan permission to send to Constantinople a warship, the Charlemagne. Russia, Austria, and England protested against this violation of the convention of 1841, but the appearance in Turkish waters of the screw-propelled and heavily armed French man-of-war made a strong impression in Constantinople, as did the arrival of a French squadron in the Bay of Tripoli (July, 1852) to enforce the surrender by Turkish authorities of two French deserters. The show of determination and force by the prince-president was an important factor in tipping the scale of Turkish indecision in favor of France. Early in December, 1852, the dispute about the Holy Places was settled in accordance with the wishes of Paris: the coveted keys were handed over to the Catholics, and soon thereafter the Latin patriarch with iBuch solemnity deposited a new silver star in the Church of the Nativity (December 22, KS.).
The announcement of the French diplomatic victory at Constantinople came :ahBO&l simultaneously with the assumption by Napoleon of the imperial title. Nicholas retaliated by mobilizing two army corps